Changes to the Supplemental Fuel Assistance 2010/2011

Everyone who applied for supplemental fuel benefits last year will receive a letter in early June explaining some of the change to the program.

1. If someone received fuel assistance last year, they will get a letter in early June telling them that they will not need to re-apply.   Economic Services will send a form that will review eligibility for fuel assistance as well as other benefits. This will start in June and go through September. 
2. If someone was denied or did not apply for fuel assistance last year, they will have to fill out a new application. These will be available in July. It is not a seasonal fuel application. It is the regular Economic Services 202 application. Fuel assistance will be included at first as an insert and later as a few additional questions on the 202 form. They can also be filled out online starting in July at www.dcf.vermont.gov/mybenefits. It sounds like that will be the easiest and best way to apply.  

3. The income guideline has increased from 125% net of FPL to 185% gross of FPL.  The resource test is gone; savings, retirement or other property will not be counted. This will mean that more people will be eligible.  The same amount of money and more eligible people will mean smaller benefits. People should be expecting less money this year (unless they were denied before for income or resources, then they should be happy to get anything).

4. If /when clients have questions, they should call the ESD Call Center which they are now they are calling Benefit Service Center 1-800-479-6151. 

