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1        [THIS DOCUMENT WAS PREPARED BY VERMONT TENANTS, INC./CVOEO™, AS A USEFUL GENERAL
2       DOCUMENT TO BE PLACED IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN.  IT WAS NEITHER PREPARED BY, NOR REVIEWED
3       BY, LEGAL COUNSEL FOR ANY SPECIFIC RENTAL SITUATION FOR WHICH IT MIGHT BE USED.
4       CVOEO™ IS NOT RESPONSIBLE IN ANY WAY FOR ANY LOSSES OR DAMAGES INCURRED BY ANY
5       PERSON, GROUP, OR CORPORATE ENTITY BECAUSE OF ANY INTERPRETATION,
6       MISINTERPRETATION, USE, MISUSE OR OTHER APPLICATION, OF THIS DOCUMENT.
7       THIS AGREEMENT IS INTENDED TO SET FORTH THE RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES THAT THE
8       TENANTS NAMED BELOW (HEREAFTER REFERRED TO AS THE “ROOMMATES”) HAVE WITH
9       RESPECT TO EACH OTHER.  THIS DOCUMENT DOES NOT TAKE THE PLACE OF, OR AMEND IN ANY WAY,
10       ANY LEGAL RENTAL AGREEMENT(S) THE ROOMMATES HAVE ENTERED INTO WITH THE RENTAL
11       PROPERTY OWNER OR MANAGEMENT COMPANY (HEREAFTER REFERRED TO AS THE
12       “LANDLORD”).  THE ROOMMATES, AS A GROUP, AND/OR INDIVIDUALLY (“JOINTLY AND/OR
13       SEVERABLY”) DEPENDING ON THE EXACT NATURE OF THE RENTAL AGREEMENT WITH THE
14       LANDLORD, CONTINUE TO BE OBLIGATED TO ABIDE BY ALL LEGAL TERMS OF ANY SUCH RENTAL
15       AGREEMENT, NOTWITHSTANDING ANY TERMS OF THIS DOCUMENT.  THE ROOMMATES AND THE
16       LANDLORD ARE ALWAYS BOUND BY ANY APPLICABLE FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL LAWS AND
17       CODES.]
18

19                       THIS AGREEMENT IS MADE FOR AND BETWEEN THE ROOMMATES LISTED BELOW:

20

21

22                       THE ABOVE LISTED ROOMMATES ARE RENTING ONE HOUSE/APARTMENT (HEREAFTER
23                      REFERRED TO AS THE “RENTAL UNIT”) AT:

_________________________________________                                  _________________________In the town of,

24       1. RENT
25


(Street Address)


(Name of Town)

26                      A. PAYMENT OF RENT:
27                      Each roommate agrees to pay her/his rent on or before the date due. Each roommate agrees to be

28                      responsible for any additional charges that may accrue because s/he was late paying rent.

29

30                      B. DIVISION OF RENT: [check only one; (a) or (b)]:

31

32                      _____(a) The roommates agree to divide the rent equally.

33                      _____(b) The rent will not be divided equally among the roommates. The rent will be divided among the

34                      roommates as follows:
35

36
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36                      C. LIABILITY FOR RENT:
37       Each roommate agrees to pay her/his share of the rent every month (or on whatever payment period is established

38       with the landlord). If any roommate fails to pay on schedule, the full amount then owed to other roommates will be

39       repaid before the next rental payment is due.  If repayment is not made in a timely manner and if no mutually agreed
40       upon repayment plan can be established, the roommate(s) to whom money is owed may sue (in small claims court or

41       other legal venue) to recover money due to them plus court costs and attorney fees.

42

43       2. SECURITY DEPOSIT
44

45                      A. PAYMENT OF DEPOSIT:
46       The total deposit on this rental unit is $_______, which is divided between the roommates as follows [check only

47       one, (a) or (b)]:

48                      _____(a) The deposit payment was divided equally between each roommate;

49                      _____(b) The deposit payment was not divided equally between each roommate. The deposit was paid as

50                      follows:
51                      B. RETURN OF DEPOSIT:
52       Each roommate understands that, unless there is an explicit agreement with the landlord to the contrary, the landlord

53       is obligated only to return the deposit to any one of the roommates.  Each roommate agrees that if s/he is the one to

54       whom the landlord returns the deposit, s/he will return to the other roommates their shares of the deposit within five
55       days.

56                      C. SECURITY DEPOSITS WITH REGARD TO A ROOMMATE LEAVING EARLY
57       If there is a rental agreement with the landlord for a set period (e.g. a one-year lease), and any one of the roommates

58       moves out before the rental agreement is terminated, said roommate will, for the purposes of this section, hereafter
59       referred to as the “early leaver”. The “early leaver” is not necessarily immediately upon leaving entitled to the
60       return of her/his share of the deposit.  When the rental agreement is terminated, the roommates should return the

61       portion of security deposit paid in by the “early leaver”, minus a reasonable estimate of any damage or unpaid bills

62       for which the “early leaver” is responsible. An exception would be if the landlord agrees to return the “early

63       leaver’s” portion of the deposit at the time s/he leaves.  In such case the “early leaver” is still responsible to pay the
64       roommates for money owed because of damages caused by her/him, or rent or utility bills owed by her/him. If a new

65       roommate pays a deposit, the roommates agree to return the “early leaver’s” share of the deposit within 14 days of

66       the new roommate’s payment, minus a reasonable estimate of any damage or unpaid bills for which the “early

67       leaver” is responsible.

68                      D. DAMAGE:
69       Each roommate agrees that if s/he caused damage or in any way was responsible for the landlord not returning the

70       full deposit to the roommates, then s/he will reimburse the other roommates for the deposit money they lost. Each
71       roommate also agrees to repair and/or pay for any damage s/he causes to the premises.

72

72

73       3. UTILITIES
74

75

76
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A. UTILITY DEPOSIT RECORD
77       UTILITY:                         IN WHOSE NAME:        DEPOSIT PAID:                            BY WHOM:
78

79

80       Electric:_________________________________________________________________________________

81

82       Gas:____________________________________________________________________________________

83

84       Oil:_____________________________________________________________________________________

85

86       Telephone:_______________________________________________________________________________

87

88       Water:___________________________________________________________________________________

89

90       Cable:___________________________________________________________________________________

91

92                                    B. PAYMENT OF UTILITIES: [check only one, (a) or (b)]:

93                                    _____(a) The cost of the utilities will be divided equally among the roommates;

94                                    _____(b) The cost of the utilities will not be divided equally among the roommates. The cost of

95                                    the utilities will be divided among the roommates as follows (list names and details):

96

97

98

99

100

101

102

103

104

105




B. LIABILITY FOR UTILITIES:
The roommates understand that if a roommate does not pay her/his share of a utility bill, they must pay that person’s

share or the utility may be shut off. Each roommate agrees that if other roommates must pay her/his share of a utility
bill, s/he will reimburse the other roommates as quickly as possible.
Each roommate agrees to pay her/his full share of any outstanding utility bill by the time s/he moves out of the
apartment, or once the last bill for which s/he is liable is issued by the utility. If any of the roommates have to pay
another roommate’s share of a utility bill, and that roommate does not reimburse them, the paying roommate may
sue the debtor roommate to recover what is owed plus court costs and attorneys fees.
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4. MOVING OUT BEFORE AGREED UPON TIME EXPIRES (GENERAL ISSUES)
[Check (A) OR (B) below, as applicable, (only one can be checked), and the terms listed under

that section will apply.]
_____(A) THE RENTAL AGREEMENT IS MONTH-TO-MONTH:
1. The roommates have a joint month-to-month rental agreement with the landlord.  Any roommate must

give at least one rental payment period’s notice to the other roommates before moving out.  If proper notice is given,

and any of the other roommates remain in the apartment, then they agree to return the vacating roommate’s portion
of the deposit within 14 days from the day the roommate moves out. Deductions for damages, outstanding utility
bills or rent for which the vacating roommate is responsible may be withheld from the deposit.

2. The remaining roommates understand that as long as they reside in the rental unit they are individually or

jointly responsible for the FULL rental payment to the landlord, unless the landlord agrees otherwise.

3. If a roommate gives less than a full rental period’s notice before moving out of the rental unit the
roommates each agree to be bound by the following arrangement:

The vacating roommate will be liable to the remaining roommates for her/his portion of the rent for the full
rental period following the date s/he gave notice, unless another replacement roommate, acceptable to the
landlord, is found to replace the vacating roommate before the end of the rental period in question.  If an

acceptable replacement roommate moves in before the end of the rental period in question the vacating

roommate will be liable for a pro rated portion of the rent for any days that pass before the replacement

roommate moves in.

_____(B) THE RENTAL AGREEMENT IS FOR A SET PERIOD:
1. The roommates have a rental agreement with the landlord for a set period, (a common example would
be a one-year lease) and so the following terms are agreed to:

Roommates agree that a roommate may move out early with no further liability only if the landlord agrees to

remove the roommate from the lease AND either adds a new person to the lease or agrees to not hold the remaining

roommates responsible for the vacating roommate’s share of the future rent.

2. If the landlord does not agree to this, each roommate understands and agrees that if s/he moves out early,

then s/he must pay the rent until a new roommate takes her/his place in the apartment. The vacating roommate and

the remaining roommates agree to make a good faith effort to find a suitable replacement roommate (also acceptable

to the landlord) as quickly as possible. It is agreed that any reasonable expenses incurred in finding a replacement

roommate, such as the cost of a newspaper ad, shall be the responsibility of the vacating roommate.

3. This agreement does not limit any roommate’s rights under Vermont law to move out early, with no

further liability, if the apartment is in serious violation of fire, health or safety codes; and if reasonable efforts have

not been made by the landlord to correct the problems within a reasonable time.  (“Reasonable time” depends

largely on the degree of danger/risk inherent in the situation.).  Roommates should notify the landlord of such

problems as soon as possible via hard-copy written document– mailed or hand delivered– as a minimum mode of

notification.  Notification by phone and/or e-mail and/or in person is also recommended.
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5. OTHER AGREEMENTS [may cover, for example: smoking/not smoking in the apartment or in designated

areas; pets rules, if allowed by the landlord; parking; quiet hours; guests, how often, for how long and where they

may stay; cleaning and other chores; house meetings; purchase and sharing of groceries; use of common areas;

storage of roommates’ property; removal of personal property upon leaving; etc. (use other side if necessary)].

NOTE: Frank, open, timely, and RESPECTFUL communications between, and among, all parties is essential for successful and responsible tenancy.  Such is expected, without reminder, of all roommates signed here below.

149
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The undersigned understand and agree to abide by the terms of this agreement.
Signature:                            Printed Name:                       Date:
151

